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Coulggdfe considers that in the last resort we could inform the German 
Govémnment after midnight on the lines of our answer to President 
Roosevelt and to the British Government, that the Polish Embassy at 
Berlin was always at the German Government's disposition. It would 
be a peace gesture. 


No. 110 


M. Beck to M. Lipski 
Warsaw, August 31, 1939. 12.40 p.m. 


WitH reference to your reports, please request the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, or the Secretary of State, for an interview and inform 
him as follows: Last night the Polish Government were informed by 
the British Government of an exchange of views with the Reich Govern- 
ment as to a possibility of direct negotiations between the Polish and 
the German Governments. 

The Polish Government are favourably considering the British 
Government’s suggestion, and will make them a formal reply on the 
subject during the next few hours at the latest. 


No. 111 


Tue PoLıs# Embassy in Berlin to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
August 31, 1939. 3.15 p.m. 


In accordance with instructions received, M. Lipski asked, at 
I p.m., for an interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. At 
3 p.m. the Under Secretary of State, M. von Weizsácker rang up the 
Ambassador personally, asking him whether he wanted to see the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs as a special plenipotentiary or in some 
other capacity. 

M. Lipski replied that he was asking for an interview in his capacity 
of Ambassador to remit a communication from his Government. 

M. von Weizsácker took note of the information and said he would 
pass it on to M. von Ribbentrop. 
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M. Lipski! lo the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Berlin, August 31, 1939. 
i (Received at 10.30 p.m.) 
I was received by M. von Ribbentrop at 6.30 p.m. 
I carried out my instructions.’ M. von Ribbentrop asked if I had 
special plenipotentiary powers to undertake negotiations. I said no, 
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He then asked whether I had been informed that on London's sugges- 
tion the German Government had expressed their readiness to negotiate 
directly with a delegate of the Polish Government, furnished with the 
requisite full po who was to have arrived on the preceding day, 
August 30. lied that I had no direct information on the subject. 
In conclusion M. von Ribbentrop repeated that he had thought 1 
would be empowered to negotiate. He would communicate my 
démarche to the Chancellor. 7 


No. 113 
OFFICIAL GERMAN COMMUNIQUÉ broadcast by the German Wireless 


al 9 p.m. 
August 31, 1939. 


His Britannic Majesty's Government informed the German Govern- 
ment, in a note dated August 28, 1939, of their readiness to offer 
their mediation towards direct negotiations between Germany and 
Poland over the problems in dispute. In so doing they made it 
abundantly clear that they, too, were aware of the urgent need for 
progress in view of the continuous incidents and the general 
tension. In a reply dated August 29, the German Government, 
in spite of being sceptical as to the desire of the Polish Government to 
come to an understanding, declared themselves ready in the interests of 
peace to accept the British mediation or suggestion. After considering 
all the circumstances prevailing at the time, they considered it neces- 
sary in their note to point out that, if the danger of a catastrophe was 
to be avoided, then action must be taken readily and without delay. 
In this sense they declared themselves ready to receive a personage 
appointed by the Polish Government up to the evening of August 30, 
with the proviso that the latter was, in fact, empowered not only to 
discuss but to conduct and conclude negotiations. 

Further, the German Government pointed out that they felt able 
to make the basic points regarding the offer of an understanding avail- 
able to the British Government by the time the Polish negotiator 
arrived in Berlin, 

Instead of a statement regarding the arrival of an authorized Polish 
personage, the first answer the Government of the Reich received to 
their readiness for an understanding was the news of the Polish 
mobilization, and only towards 12 o’clock on the night of August 30, 
1939, did they receive.a somewhat general assurance of British readi- 
ness to help towards the commencement of negotiations. 

Although the fact that the Polish negotiator expected by the 
Government of the Reich did not arrive removed the necessary con- 
dition for informing His Majesty's Government of the views of the 
German Government as regards possible bases of negotiation, since 
His Majesty's Government themselves had pleaded for direct negotia- 
tions between Germany and Poland, the German Minister for Foreign 
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